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Assessment Results
T

he AISL Committee members read all assessments submitted each semester and wrote a summary report.  Trends from fall of 2005 indicate a need to clarify some things about the assessment process.  First, remember that your goal in doing assessment and reporting is to:

· demonstrate that students are learning through objective measures;

· actively and objectively analyze the results of those measures;

· evaluate the results to determine future actions regarding the instrument itself, the course content, or some other aspect of the learning process;
· demonstrate that changes helped.

Two examples of this are:
· The Gunsmithing department modified its overall program sequence to make the courses fit better.  As a result, pre/post-test gains rose from +60% before the program changes to +80% after the program changes.
· Building trades indicated that because students requested more building code facts, discussions have improved.
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Self-Study Committee Enlarges Its Role

T

he committee charged with steering the research and writing of the 2007 self-study report for the Higher Learning Commission enlarged its role last October.  Strategic planning and ongoing monitoring of the strategic plan are key elements of the self-study process, so President RuthAnn Woods made this committee a dual-purpose committee, both driving the self-study report and designing the future monitoring of the strategic goals that come from the self-study effort itself.

A

fter clarifying the college mission statement, this committee updated the college vision statement, and then developed a framework for specifying department goals, tools to measure those goals, and timing and benchmarks for each goal.  During the first part of this semester, all campus departments specified their three year plans in this framework. 
www.trinidadstate.edu/AISL/SSSPC

Program Assessment-Plans
E
very program at Trinidad State Junior College has an assessment plan, and all of those plans are available on the Assessment for the Improvement of Student Learning web page (see URL below).  These plans need to thrive as living documents, changing as program areas adjust and modify content and assessment techniques. Be sure to familiarize yourself with the content of those plans in your area.

E

ach plan consists of six (6) parts: TSJC Mission Linkage, Program Objective, Assessment Instrument, Data Collection, Assessment Goals, and Mechanics.  The Program Objective, or goal, is the program-specific goal that is being measured.  This must be linked to the TSJC Mission and must correspond to a particular assessment instrument.  Assessment instruments vary, including such things as certification exam results, results from the annual VE-135 survey, pre/post tests, portfolios, and jury panels.
www.trinidadstate.edu/AISL/aps/status.htm
Five Key Questions 
F

aculty ask many questions about assessment:  Why am I doing this? Who is listening?  Who reads my assessment reports?  Do I need to assess every course?  How do I decide what to assess, exactly?  To help you focus your assessment thoughts, consider the following key questions as they relate to your own work in assessing student learning:

1

How are your stated student learning outcomes appropriate to your mission, programs, and degrees? 
2

What evidence do you have that students achieve your stated learning outcomes?

3

In what ways do you analyze and use evidence of student learning?

4

How do you ensure shared responsibility for assessment of student learning?

5

How do you evaluate and improve the effectiveness of your efforts to assess and improve student learning?

Pre/Post Testing

A

 pre-test/post-test protocol can be extremely effective for certain types of assessment.  This protocol excels at demonstrating value-added, showing directly the level of student performance before and after instruction.  A number of subtleties exist, however.
F
or example, what does it signify when students score well on the pre-test?  Perhaps the pre-test is too easy, or perhaps it is because students – who have self-selected into that course– already know a substantial amount of the material for that course.  If it is important to distinguish these two cases, the instructor could test more advanced aspects of the material of the course, i.e., test for “higher” cognitive levels.

S

uppose that nearly everyone correctly answers the pre-test question, “How is an engine's fuel-air mixture ignited?”   This question is posed at the knowledge level domain.  It could be posed at the comprehension level by asking the student to state the sequence of events during one cycle of a piston.  The question could be moved to the application and synthesis levels by asking the student to write down the various steps he/she would take to determine why ignition is not occurring.  
T

hinking and writing about what assessment data mean remains vitally important to the usefulness of the assessment process.  Closing the loop on the assessment cycle can occur many different ways: modify the assessment instrument itself, adjust the teaching methods, change timing or sequence of course content, or replace equipment.
_______________________________

General Education Assessment

A

ll general education courses at TSJC are part of the General Education Assessment plan.  English courses use a portfolio approach to assess students’ ability to read and comprehend college-level work, and to communicate effectively in writing.  Speech courses use a pre/post technique to evaluate oral communication.  Humanities courses use an embedded essay test to assess students’ ability to examine ideas using critical reasoning.  Math courses evaluate final examinations to assess students’ ability to solve problems using mathematical tools.  Science courses use a spreadsheet assignment to assess students’ abilities to solve problems using logic, mathematics, computers, and creative thinking.
Trinidad State Junior College enriches the academic, technical, and cultural life of our diverse community.  We are committed to offering traditional and alternative approaches to education, providing quality instruction, and promoting lifelong learning.

